
November, 2009

Open	           18 November 2009
Close 	           18 February 2010
Total funds      1.14 million Euro
Consortia         A minimum of two partners from 	
	            the funding countries 
Focus	            Road User Charging for passen-	
	            ger vehicles 
Emphasis          New and innovative scientific 	
	            knowledge
	            Build on European research 		
	            strongholds 
	            Interdisciplinary approach
	            Dissemination of knowledge
Format	            A fixed template must be used
Time frame      No fixed timeframe of project
 		

SURPRICE
research Call under ERA-NET TRANSPORT 

The Danish Ministry for Transport, the Finnish 
Ministry for Transport and Communications, The 
French Ministry for Environment, Energy, Sustain-
able Development and the Sea (MEEDDM), The 
Swedish Governmental Agency for Innovation 
Systems (VINNOVA) and the Swiss Federal Roads 
Office (FEDRO) invite research proposals in the 
field of Road User Charging.

Open call

    The call in short

For more information con-
tact your national contact 
point (see reverse)

And check transport-era.net  
>Action Groups > SURPRICE



If you want to apply 

Some overall guidelines
•    The consortium must consist of a minimum                             	
      of two partners from two of the funding 	     	
      countries 
•    The main applicant must be an institution/	
      oganisation/legal entity in one of the funding           	
      countries
•     As a main principle each national funding	
      body will fund national researchers 
•     National rules may apply as the call is funded 	
      through a virtual common pot 
•    The projects must be based on true coopera-	
      tion, thus ensure a fair and even distribution 	
      of  funds between partners 
•     The template for proposal must be used 
•     Proposals will be evaluated by a Joint Evalu-	
       ation Group consisting of representative 	
       from the funding countries 
•     The funding bodies may also wish to conduct a 	
       national evaluation of proposals 
•     Full applications must be submitted no later 
       than 16.00 CET on 18 February 2010 and send 	
       by the means of the template provided 

The vison 
The vision of the trans-national call is to sup-
port a long term sustainable transport system in 
Europe and enable sustainable mobility. Much 
work has been done in order to reduce negative 
external effects from road transport. Neverthe-
less, further efforts are needed to curb the grow-
ing emissions from transport and to lessen the 
negative effects of congestion. One of the po-
tential tools is pricing instruments as Road User 
Charging (RUC). 

Presently the development of road-pricing instru-
ments has been focused on freight transport. 
The aim of this call is to create the knowledge 
needed to develop Road User Charges for pas-
senger vehicles. Various European programmes 
and countries have launched research initiatives 
to develop methods, technologies and regula-
tions for common use. A joint research initiative 
will strengthen research activities in the field, 
thereby creating synergies and added value for 
policy making and adaptation of RUC throughout 
Europe. Joining research initiatives and drawing 
on the best research capacities in Europe will ulti-
mately lead to better research and ensure better 
use of the research resources in the field.

Thematic focus and research scope 
The joint call covers both policy and technology 
oriented research and development (R&D). A 
number of pressing issues have been identified 
that can be addressed 
(i)    Acceptance of Road User Charging systems 	
        by the public and by commercial road users 
(ii)   Interoperability of road user systems 		
        amongst the European countries 
(iii)  Legal framework conditions for Road User 	
        Charging systems that are non-country spe-	
        cific
(iv)  Impact analysis and methodology to create 	
        the basis for the political decision making 	
        process 

The outlined thematic focuses are further de-
scribed.  See transport-era.net > Action Groups >  
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National contact points
Denmark 
Danish Ministry of Transport, www.trm.dk 
Ms. Karoline Lolk, phone +45 3392 3321
klo@trm.dk 

Finland
Ministry of Transport and Communications, www.lvm.fi 
Mr. Tuomo Suvanto, mobile +358 40 777 8127
tuomo.suvanto@mintc.fi

France
Ministry for Environment, Energy, Sustainable Development 
and the Sea (MEEDDM) 
Mr. Gérard Brun, phone +33 (0)1 40 81 64 18
Gerard.Brun@developpement-durable.gouv.fr

Sweden
The Swedish Governmental Agency for Innovation Systems 
(VINNOVA), www.vinnova.se
Ms Christine Wallgren, phone +46 8 473 3009
Christine.Wallgren@VINNOVA.se

Switzerland
Swiss Federal Roads Office (FEDRO), www.astra.admin.ch 
Mr. Andreas Gantenbein, phone +41 (0)31 322 94 37
Andreas.gantenbein@astra.admin.ch


